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By BILL EGBERT and OWEN MORITZ
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A lot of New Yorkers have outrageous stories about how
the city is milking them dry with ridiculous fines — but
Jesse Taveras has them all beat.

The 19-year-old Bronx man got a
summons Sunday — for simply sit-
ting on a milk crate on the Grand Con-
course.

“I don’t believe this,” Taveras said
he told the cop who handed him the
ticket, citing him for “unauthorized
use of a milk crate.”

“ ‘Don’t blame me,’ ” Taveras said
the cop told him. “ ‘Blame
Bloomberg.’ ”

The summons didn’t say how much
Taveras would have to pay for plant-
ing his bottom on the crate, which
bore the imprint of Sunnydale Farms
and a warning: “Use by anyone but
registered owner is liable to prosecu-
tion, article 17A, General Business
Law.”

Deputy Chief Ad-
ministrative Judge
Joan Carey said a
judge would decide
the amount of the
fine.

But Carey conced-
ed she was stumped by the case of
the sitting man. “I’ve never heard of
this [violation] before,” she said. “But
I learned something new today.”

She did note that an ages-old provi-
sion of the general business law deals
with abandoned milk cans. It involves
a $50 fine.

And a 1988 law calls for fines of up
to $100 for stealing milk crates — but
doesn’t address the legality of sitting
on them.

The summons from hell came days
after the Patrolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation charged that beat cops are
under pressure to write tickets and
meet illegal quotas to help pump mon-
ey into city coffers. City officials
strongly deny those charges.

‘Because you’re sitting’
Taveras’ descent into a bureaucrat-

ic Twilight Zone came about 6:30
p.m. Sunday, as he sat on the crate
in front the Grand Concourse hair-
braiding salon where he works.

He said he was asked for identifi-
cation, which he showed the officer.

The cop then called the 46th Pre-
cinct to see whether there was a war-
rant out for Taveras’ arrest.

“I wondered if maybe I littered,”
he said.

There was no record and no war-
rant, he said. But he was then hit
with the summons and immediately
asked why.

“ ‘Because you’re sitting,’ ” Tav-
eras said the cop explained. “ ‘We
have to make our daily quota.’ ”

The cop, whose last name was Pay-
an, could not be reached for com-
ment.

Taveras said the cop’s partner told
him not to worry. “It’s not a big
deal,” she said. “The judge will
throw it out anyway.”

According to a
Bronx police
source, cops are en-
forcing a quality-
of-life campaign
called Operation
Impact. “There

have been complaints of people
hanging out, sitting on milk crates,
drinking beer, playing cards,” the
source said.

The summons could cost Taveras
more than a few dollars or a lost day
of work in court.

His court date is June 25 — when
he expects to be in the Dominican
Republic visiting his sick mother. He
said he has paid $700 for plane tick-
ets. “Regardless of what the fine is,”
he said, “if I have to cancel my trip,
this ticket is going to cost me $700.”

Although Taveras’ friends and fam-
ily were outraged by the ticket, Jogi
Singh, 52, the manager of a Sunny-
dale Farms Food Store in Westches-
ter County, had little sympathy.

“I’m going crazy,” he said. “We
lose 200 to 300 crates a year.”

Meanwhile, the evidence remains
at the scene of the crime.

“The crate’s in front of the salon,
where it has always been,” said own-
er Michele Adams.
 With Bob Kappstatter

IT’S SITTING BULL
Bronx man gets ticketed for resting on a milk crate

DCN

E XC LUSI V E

Enquiring minds noted 
familiarity of Post story.

By BEN WIDDICOMBE
and LEO STANDORA
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

Holy kangaroo — the New York
Post has its own plagiarizing scan-
dal!

After writing gleefully about The
New York Times’ Jayson Blair scan-
dal, the Rupert Murdoch-owned tab-
loid admitted yesterday that it pub-
lished a plagiarized piece last week.

The Post identified its bad boy as
Robin Gregg, a freelancer who the
paper’s brass said ’fessed up to steal-
ing a story from that paragon of jour-
nalism the National Enquirer. Some
would call that a perfect fit for the
fact-challenged Post.

The purloined piece dealt with the
relationship between Kathie Lee Gif-
ford and Wal-Mart, which sells her
sportswear, and appeared in the dai-
ly’s May 15 edition.

Gregg admitted he stole the story
— almost word for word — and nev-
er told his editor where it came from,
the Post said in a statement that it is-
sued in response to questions.

“He took full responsibility,” the
statement said, and “apologized to
the Post editors and its readers.”

“We were deceived by Mr. Gregg,
and he will never contribute to the
Post again,” said Aussie-in-Chief Col
Allan. “Now that we are aware the

National Enquirer reported the story,
we will appropriately credit the publi-
cation in tomorrow’s paper.”

“The campers aren’t very happy
here today,” said one Post staffer.
“This is very embarrassing — espe-
cially with the timing.”

The tables were turned on the Post
after it was relentless in attacking
The Times over the Blair scandal. In
a May 13 editorial, the Post mocked
The Times’ four-page examination
as an “act of self-flagellation.”

The Post did not say whether it
would examine Gregg’s other stories
for possible plagiarism. The paper
has published about a dozen stories
under his byline in the past year.

Post writer borrows a page from Blair

Jesse Taveras of the Bronx 
shows summons he got 
for sitting on milk crate.
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SHOP US
LAST!

USED CAR
SUPERCENTER

OVER 1200
VEHICLES TO

CHOOSE FROM
25 MERCEDES
10 PORSCHE BOXTERS
10 LEXUS’
10 AUDIS
AND MUCH MORE!

Monthly pymt, down pymt, APR & amount financed may vary based on severity of credit. Lease total pymts: $59=$2301; $149=$5811; $299=$11,661; $449=$17,511. Lease include 8K mi/yr @ 15¢ each additional mile. No pur-
chase option available at lease end. Lessee resp for wear, tear & maint. Not responsible for typo errors. Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, tags & reg. Above financing is for 72 mos. @ 8.9% APR & is subject
to primary lender’s approval. This offer not to be used in combination with any other offer or promotion. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Cars sold Cosmetically  as is. Not responsible for typo errors. NYCDCA#341938 DMV#7089441.

Or mail to: MAJOR AUTO GROUP, 
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD., L.I.C., NY 11101

_________________________________________________________________________
Name Date
_________________________________________________________________________
Address City State Zip
_________________________________________________________________________
Social Sec # Date of Birth
_________________________________________________________________________
Signature Phone#
I authorize investigation of my credit history

7 DAYS 24 HR
NO FEAR CREDIT APPROVAL

Or fax in for easy
approval at 718-392-0260

1-718-937-4545

NO  
PROBLEM!

We accept all  credit applications. Purchase
&Lease Payments Available!

Credit Problems
Got You

in the Cold?

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY

10
CORVETTES

TO CHOOSE FROM 
IN STOCK NOW!

INCREDIBLE BUYS!

Stk #18834, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs,
am/fm stereo, cruise, 57K mi.

2000 FORD EXPLORER

BUY
FOR

OVER 1200
VEHICLES TO

CHOOSE FROM

$6995
Stk #64642, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs,

cass/cd, cruise, 54K mi.

2001 FORD ESCAPE

BUY
FOR

$8995

Stk #69964, 4DR, 4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b, p/winds/
lks/mirrs, am/fm cass, s/roof, leather, 35K mi.

2000 MAZDA 626

BUY
FOR

$5995
Stk #74802, 6 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b,

p/winds/lks/mirrs, am/fm cass, 48K mi.

2000 ISUZU RODEO

$6995

Stk #67636, 8 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b,
p/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, am/fm cass, 24K mi.

2000 DODGE DURANGO

BUY
FOR

$10,995
Stk #45189, 8 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b,

p/winds/lks/mirrs, 34K mi.

2000 CHEVY SUBURBAN 2500

BUY
FOR

$14,995

2000 JEEP CHEROKEE

$6995

$129
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #73886, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks, cass, 36K mi. $19
down your payment is $129 per mo. + tax, tags & reg. @ 8.9%

for 72 mos. Ttl pymts: $9288.

2001 CHEVY MALIBU

$6995

$129
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #63202, 6 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b, am/fm stereo, 35K mi.
$19 down your pymt is $129 per mo. + tax, tags, & reg. @

8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $9288.

2002 DODGE INTREPID

$8995

$169
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #60371, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, am/fm cass, 13,253 mi.
$8995 with $19 down your pymt is $169 per mo. + tax, tags &

reg. @ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $12,168.

2001 DODGE CARAVAN

$6995

$129
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #62904, auto, a/c, 4 cyl, p/s/b, am/fm stereo, 51K mi.
$19 down, your pymt is $129 per mo + tax, tags & reg. @

8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $9288.

2001 TOYOTA COROLLA

$5995

$109
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #70272, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, am/fm stereo, cruise, 28K mi.
$5995 with $19 down your pymt is $109 per mo + tax, tags & reg. @8.9% for

72 mos. Ttl pymts $7848.

2000 FORD FOCUS

$3995

$89
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #57250, auto, am/fm cassette, p/s/b, p/winds/ lks, cruise,
tilt, 45K mi. $3995 with $19 down your pymt is $89 per mo. +

tax, tags & reg. @ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $6408.

2000 NISSAN ALTIMA

$5995

$109
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #75087, auto, 4 cyl, a/c, p/s/b, 25K mi. $5995 with $19
down your pymt is $109 per mo. + tax, tags & reg. @ 8.9%

for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $7848.

1999 HONDA ACCORD

$6995

$129
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #74922, power/lks/seat, am/fm cass, 57K miles. $19
down, your payment is $129 per mo. + tax, tags & reg. 

@8.9 for 72 mos. Ttl pymts=$9288.

2001 GMC SAFARI

$10,995

$209
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #52185, auto, a/c, p/s/b, am/fm stereo cass, 28K mi.
$9995 with $19 down your payment is $209 per mo + tax,

tags & reg. @ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $15,048.

2000 PLYMOUTH NEON

$3995

$89
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

Stk #739886, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b, am/fm stereo, cruise, air
bags, 21K mi. $3995 with $19 down your payment is $89 per
mo. + tax, tags & reg. @8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts: $6408.

OWN IT FOR! ONLY $19 DOWN

COME IN & SAVE!

HOME OF THE 
$19 DOWN 
PAYMENT!

HOME OF THE 
$19 DOWN 
PAYMENT!

2000 LEXUS
RX300

Stk #74215, auto, a/c, p/s/b, p/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, am/fm stereo,
tilt, cruise, rr def, dual air bags, 42K mi.

$18,995
-$4000

$14,995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

$14,995
-$4000

$10,995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

2000 NISSAN
MAXIMA

Stk #71989, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, cass/cd,
cruise, 58K mi. $19 down your payment is $169 per mo. + tax, tags &

reg. @ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts: $12,168.

$12,995
-$4000

$8995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

2000 FORD
EXPEDITION

Stk #67700, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, am/fm stereo, cruise, air bags,
45K mi. $10,995 with $19 down, your pymt is $209 per mo + tax,

tags & reg. @ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts=$15,048.
$14,995
-$4000

$10,995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

2002 TOYOTA
CAMRY  

Stk #70123, 4 cyl., manual trans., a/c,  p/s/b,9K mi. $10,495 with
$19 down your pymt is $189 per mo. + tax, tags & reg. @ 8.9% for

72 mos. Ttl pymts $13,608.

1999 HONDA
CIVIC

Stk #74632, 4 cyl., a/c, p/s/b, am/fm cass, tilt, cruise, 48K mi.
$6995 with $19 down your pymt is $109 per mo. + tax, tags & reg.

@ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts $7848.
$8995
-$4000

$4995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

2000 CHEVY
BLAZER 

Stk #74382, 4 DR, auto, a/c, p/s/b, p/winds/lks, cruise, tilt, 45K mi.
$7995 with $19 down, your pymt is $169 per mo + tax, tags & reg.

@ 8.9% for 72 mos. Ttl pymts=$11,448.

$11,995
-$4000

$7995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

$159
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

$209
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

$169
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

$189
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

$109
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

2001 FORD
WINDSTAR  

Stk #77148, 4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b, p/winds/lks, am/fm stereo, rr
def, airbags, 45K mi.

$9995
-$4000

$5995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

‘02 FORD
TAURUS  

Stk #73772, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks, am/fm stereo,
$6995 with $19 down your payment is $129 per mo. + tax, tags &

reg. @8.9 for 72 mos. Ttl pymts=$9288.
$10,995
-$4000

$6995

COME IN
& SAVE

ORIGNAL
PRICE

YOU PAY

$129
PER
MO
72
MO

OWN
IT!

BUY
FOR

INCREDIBLE LEASES!

Stk #74161, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/
lks/mirrs/seats, cass/cd, cruise, 43K mi.
$1995 down pymt. + 1st mo. pymt. +

$200 sec dep. + $995 bank fee =
$3339 due at signing + tax & MV fees.

2000 LEXUS
ES300

LEASE FOR

$149
PER MO. 39 MOS.

Stk #72913, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/
mirrs/seats, cass/cd, cruise, sunrf, leather,

29K mi. $1995 down pymt. + 1st mo. pymt.
+ $300 sec dep. + $995 bank fee = $3589

due at signing + tax & MV fees.

2000 MERCEDES-BENZ
ML320

LEASE FOR

$299
PER MO. 39 MOS.

Stk #73796, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks/
mirrs/seats, am/fm stereo, cruise, sunrf,
leather, 44K mi. $1995 down pymt. + 1st

mo. pymt. + $500 sec dep. + $995 bank fee
= $3939 due at signing + tax & MV fees.

2000 MERCEDES-BENZ
S500

LEASE FOR

$449
PER MO. 39 MOS.

Stk #75821, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/
lks/mirrs/seats, cass/cd, cruise, $1995
down pymt. + 1st mo. pymt. + $300

sec dep. + $995 bank fee = $3349 due
at signing + tax & MV fees.

2001 NISSAN
ALTIMA

LEASE FOR

$59
PER MO. 39 MOS.

Stk #70272, auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/
lks/mirrs, am/fm stereo, cruise, 28K mi.
$1995 down pymt. + 1st mo. pymt. +

$300 sec dep. + $995 bank fee = $3349
due at signing + tax & MV fees.

2001 TOYOTA
COROLLA

LEASE FOR

$59
PER MO. 39 MOS.

PAYMENTS AS LOW AS
$59 PER MO!
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