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Bloody good fellow
donates 40 gallons
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BY HENRICK KAROLISZYN and CARRIE MELAGO
DAILY NEWS WRITERS

HELPING PEOPLE is in his blood.
A 75-year-old Long Island man reached his goal of

donating 40 gallons of blood Tuesday morning —
inching him closer to becoming the nation’s most pro-
lific donor.

“Some people give money,” said Al Fischer, a print-
ing shop operator from Massapequa. “I give blood.
It’s my cause and has been for a long time.”

Fischer first donated at the First Baptist Church in
Union, S.C., in 1951 while visiting relatives. He’s giv-
en blood every eight weeks since.

“I haven’t stopped. I’m going to keep doing it until
I drop,” he said.

Fischer is so passionate about donating that his
car sports a vanity plate reading “O BLOOD,” adver-
tising his universal-donor blood type.

He was rewarded Tuesday with the “Heroglobin
Award” for reaching the 40-gallon milestone — an as-
tonishing 320 pints.

“He’s an outstanding ambassador for us,” said
New York Blood Center President Chris Hillyer. “It is
a very important donation.”

Fischer is only 6 pints shy of eclipsing the coun-
try’s leader in blood donation, 83-year-old Maurice
Wood of St. Louis.

“I’ve spoken to him before,” Fischer said. “I don’t
think I can beat him unless he stops donating.”

When Fischer walked into the Crest Hollow Coun-
try Club in Woodbury during a blood drive, he was
greeted with hearty applause. He says he donates not
for the accolades but to help people in need.

“What if your mother needed blood? Would you
give blood?” he asked. “What about your brother?
How about your next-door neighbor? How about all
mankind?”

cmelago@nydailynews.com

Al Fischer gives his 40th gallon of blood at Crest Hollow

Country Club on Long Island. Photo by Christie M. Farriella

BY BILL EGBERT
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A BRONX woman, frustrated by the
city’s foot dragging on ridding older
schools of toxic materials, is going to
court to force action.

Naomi Gonzalez said although it
has been more than a year since the
Daily News uncovered window caulk-
ing material contaminated with poly-
chlorinated biphenyls at her daugh-
ter’s school and others, the city has
yet to remove it.

“We’re starting another school
year, and the city still has done noth-
ing about this problem,” said Gonza-
lez, whose daughter Emelina, 6, at-

tends Public School 178 in the Bronx.
Gonzalez is filing a lawsuit today

asking Manhattan Federal Court to
require the city Education Depart-
ment to test for PCB caulk in at-risk
schools and force the removal of all
tainted material.

A News investigation 17 months
ago revealed dangerous levels of po-
tentially cancer-causing PCBs in the
window caulking of schools across
the city built before the material was
banned in 1977.

PS 178 had PCB levels of 2,000
times the legal limit of 50 parts per
million. Anything over 50 ppm is
deemed toxic under federal law.

In response to The News’ investiga-
tion, the Education Department
scrubbed the schools and removed
contaminated soil.

But the city concluded that air
tests showed low risk of exposure, so
it did not remove the toxic caulking
as required by law.

Dan Greene, a lawyer in the city
Law Department’s environmental
law division, couldn’t comment on
the pending lawsuit, but said, “We are
engaged in positive and productive
discussions with the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency to develop
an agreement on a plan to address
the PCBs in N.Y.C. public schools.”

wegbert@nydailynews.com

Mom sues city on school PCBs

A BONANNO crime family member who admitted order-
ing the Staten Island “haunted house” murder of another
gangster was sentenced yesterday to 20 years in prison.

Gino Galestro, 41, a former truck driver who admitted
to loansharking and other crimes, said he ordered the
grisly murder of mob associate Robert McKelvey at the
Kreischer Mansion in 2005 because of a money dispute.

“I’ve already made enough mistakes to last a lifetime,”
said a weepy Galestro, who apologized to his victim’s fam-
ily and asked to be sentenced to close to the minimum.

Brooklyn Federal Judge Allyne Ross slapped him with
the 20-year max, calling it “extremely lenient.”

“I think he deserves all the time he got,” said Mc-
Kelvey’s sister Donna Holtermann. “You know what the
word of God says: ‘Vengence is mine.’ ”
 Scott Shifrel

20 years in S.I. mobster slay
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BY ANTHONY McCARRON
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

If the Yankees finish with the best record
in the American League, they’ll get to
choose which division series schedule they
would play, and that could determine wheth-
er Joba Chamberlain pitches in the bullpen
or the rotation in October.

Asked if he could see a scenario in which
Chamberlain would pitch in the bullpen in
the playoffs, Joe Girardi
replied: “There’s a possibility
if you’re in the playoffs.
There’s a division series
where you need three start-
ers and one you need four and I’ll just
leave it at that.”

One AL division series begins Oct. 7 and
the other begins Oct. 8. The first one has
three scheduled off-days — Oct. 8, 10, 13
— which would allow teams to tweak their
rotations.

Chamberlain, who will make his
27th start tonight, is the Yankees’ No. 4
starter, so he may be relegated to relief. He
has not pitched well lately, going 0-3 with
an 8.14 ERA in his last five starts. He
hasn’t won since Aug. 6 against Boston
and has thrown only three innings in each
of his last two outings as per the latest
version of the Joba Rules.

Chamberlain said he’s “not even think-

ing” about whether he’d be a reliever in the
playoffs. “October’s a long ways away and
we still have a lot of work to do."

BIG LOSS: David Robertson has tight-
ness in his right elbow and will not pitch
again until after he is evaluated by special-
ist Dr. James Andrews in Birmingham, Ala.
Robertson said he’s slated to see Andrews
tomorrow. Robertson, who has become one
of the Yankees’ most reliable relievers, has

been feeling discomfort in
the joint for the last two
weeks. While Robertson
says he is confident that
“it’s not going to be

anything, that I’m going to be able to
pitch,” he did have an MRI on Monday.
When asked what the Yankee team doctors
had told him about the elbow, he said,
“Nothing, really. We’re just going to see
what Andrews has to say.”

Robertson, 24, has 61 strikeouts in
41 innings, and his 13.39 strikeouts per
nine innings is more than a full strikeout
better than any other American League
reliever and is second in the majors to the
Dodgers’ Jonathan Broxton (13.64). Rob-
ertson has a 3.29 ERA in 42 appearances.
He last pitched Saturday in Toronto.

Girardi said the Yankee bullpen “does
not have as much flexibility” without Robert-
son. Chad Gaudin makes flip as Yankees turn double play to end fifth. Ron Antonelli/Daily News

BASEBALL
WILL DO — WHY WORRY, FANS By BILL GALLO bgallo@nydailynews.com

NOTEBOOK

Joba awaits
playoff role
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